Chronic hepatitis B--what's new?
There has been substantial development in both clinical and public health approaches to hepatitis B virus (HBV), including more potent treatments and improved knowledge of the natural history of disease, policy changes, educational programs for health professionals, and improved support and information for people living with HBV. This article discusses some of the key clinical questions that arise in the management of HBV, with a focus on actions that can reduce the impact of chronic hepatitis B on individuals and the community, and the recent developments that will have a substantial impact on the management of HBV in Australian general practice. With recent developments in clinical and public health approaches, recognition of the need to address chronic hepatitis B has gained urgency, with current estimates suggesting that approximately 218,000 Australians are living with the disease, and that liver cancer is now the fastest increasing cause of cancer death in the country.